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YES 
NO 



2. 



.Z. /.^HliullK^«1^~ ,i ^^ l . 4 ~ c7 ^ 7, 

1, This report refers to the following documents : 

Dl: EP 1 122 286 A (SEIKO EPSON CORP) , 8 August 2001 
(20O1-08-08) 

D2: WO 01/62859 A (FERN WILLIAM ALBERT; AVECIA LTD 
(GB); HOPPER ALAN JOiiN (GB) ) , 30 August 2001 
(2001-08-30) 

Document Dl disclose (the references in parentheses 
axe to Dl) a pigment dispersion containing 0.02 parte 
2-r«ethyl-4-iaothia^olin-3-one / 0.08 parts 5-chloro-2- 
roethyl-lsotniazolin-3-one, and 0.32 parts 2-bromo-2- 
nitropropane~l,3-diol (0550) in Example 4-4. rtie 
masses in Example 1-1 contain approximately 800 ppm 
polyvalent metals [0651], Dl does not describe a 
combination of the biocide mixture with a colourant 
containing a heavy metal complex. 

The application therefore meets the requirement of PCT 
Article 33(2) . 

The application addresses the problem of precipitation 
phenomena that can appear wnen biocides are combined 
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Ht^d ZS^SX ^i ^55 ... ■■.■vvl.y.tn^ul^.aepn, induM* applk.MU.y; 

with colourants containing heavy metals (see Table 1> . 
This problem is not mentioned in soy of the prior art 
documents, and the prior art does not contain anything 
to suggest th= uae of the claimed three-component 
biocide combination to solve such a problem. 

The application therefore also meets the requirement 
of gCT Arti c le 33(3 ). 
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